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The Barzens infuse their latest old house with character,
history ... and Arthur
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Imagine, if you will, being a high-powered financial planner and meeting with your high-powered financial
clients something like this:

"Good morning, Mrs. Greenback, so glad you could watch your head!

“Oh: Sorry about that. 'm sure we’ll be able to lessen your exposure to certain intermational upheavals in the
tertiary markets if only Hey, Randy, that doesn't go there. It's for the kitchen. Mrs. Greenback, watch those
loose boards there or you may lose a heel. What, Matt? What? | can't hear you with all that pounding. OK, |
give up: Everybody just take the day off. No, not you guys! My guys!

“Mrs. Greenback, would you like to continue our conversation perhaps at Starbucks?"

That's kind of how it was for Kristy and David Barzen, who bought, moved in and immediately started
renovating a 1924 South of Grand house, all while using it as their home office. Needless to say, their staff
and their contractors got to know each other very well.

And now that they're finished with the renovation? Yes, the place looks gorgeous. Although the upheaval is
no longer and the house is finally nice and quiet, the couple has moved their offices out of the house and just
down the road. Ameriprise Financial has left the building.

Kristy and David liken their house project to their financial work.

"We had to craft everything to fit the house," David says. "It's like with our jobs. For every single person, what
we do has to fit around them.”

"It's the detail," says Kristy. "We don't have a Plan A or Plan B to show our clients. The plan has to fit them.
It's like when we had to pick out our doorknobs here.”

This is the Barzens' third home, and they were all 1920s-era charmers.
“As long as I'm married to David Barzen, | know | will be living in an old brick house,” Kristy says.
“Qur first one gave me an appreciation of old houses,” David says. "And | got info antigues.”

"Everything we have done has been to try to change it back to the '20s," says Kristy. "Where most people are
going forward, we were going backward.”

And a word of advice from these now-seasoned renovators:

“Whenever you modernize something, it will always feel dated,” David says. "The next person will have to
update your update. And the next person will have to update that."

Says Kristi: "If you want a new house _.."
And they both chime in: "... Buy a new house.”
It really was David's passion that drove the renovation, and he led the project.

“David has picked out every doorknob, every hinge,” Kristy says. "He has all the ideas. He strategized with
our master carpenter. And he loves the hunt.”

“l love the art of historic architecture," David says. "Everything is handmade. Everything has character.
Everything is solid. Everything has a story. Modern architecture has kind of lost that.”

“David put a lot of himself into this house,” says Kristy. "No one else's house will look like this. [t's David.

“| figure out that to stay married” she's kidding., kind of. "l had to look around and see what was really
important to me and stake out just those things."

For starters, she knew she wanted floral carpeting.

"My grandmother had floral carpeting, so that was important to me. | pushed on that,” she says. "And the
kitchen. | spend the majority of my time in there. | picked those appliances.”

The fridge and oven are colorful repros of period appliances.

“A friend told me about them 15 years ago, and | just filed it away," Kristy says. "l knew all along | wasn't
going to budge on those.

“Then | just stepped back and let David run. It's his passion. He loves it. And it keeps the peace."

Well, Kristy didn't really let Dave bypass her entirely. There is the matter of Arthur. The suit of armor. Their
painter named him that.

"l found him at a farmers market in Kansas City and said, 'I'm buying that.™

“He was lying in a pile," David says.

A pile of knights?

“A pile of knights."

"David said, "You are not buying that,’ and | said, "This is not a discussion,’ and | bought it."
“l thought she was crazy,” David says, laughing. "The thing is what? 7 feet tall?”

"He goes out front a lot." says Kristy. "It's a signature piece. |t's easy to give directions to our house. We're
the house with the knight.”

FOLLOW THE REGISTER: @ 0 @ 2

2
Story chat

Read and share comments on this story.

characters left

Photos by FAUL GATES

Financial advisors David and Kristy Barzen, with sons JTackson and
Foman, lived — and worked — in the renovation upheaval. A downstairs
mural evokes the Sistine Chapel and a touch of [taly.

The upstairs street scene was taken from photos the Barzens took on
European vacations. Note the name of the store, however: “D.G. Barzen
Antiques.”

Murals such as the castle theme in the third floor were painted by
Darren Evans, a Welsh surfer who alse did their tile waork.

In the dining room, the light
fixture 1s original to the
house. The china, Old
Country Rose, is the

¢ Barzens' wedding pattern.

a4  The rug is from Home

& Depot. T don't want
anything expensive,” Kristy
savs. “We cat in here ™

Master carpenter Matt Frideres built the fireplace. “He can do
anything,” Knsty savs.

A German knight stands
watch over a fireplace.

Restoring original
woodwork, such as in the
entryway, was as Imporiant
as updating and decorating.
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